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Pornhub is the 10th most trafficked site in the world with 42 billion visits per year, 115 million 
visits per day, and 4.5 million visits per hour. The site boasts 6.8 million videos uploaded per 
year that would take a total of 169 years to watch. One study in 2020 concluded that Pornhub 
was the website with the third greatest impact on society in the 21st century, after Facebook and 
Google.  
 
Pornhub is owned by MindGeek, an international pornography conglomerate that has obtained a 
monopoly on the porn industry. It owns more than 100 websites, production companies and 
brands. Its properties include Redtube, Youporn, XTube, Tube8, Playboy Digital, SpankWire, 
ExtremeTube, Men.com, My Dirty Hobby, Thumbzilla, PornMD, Brazzers and GayTube to 
name a few.  As the New York Times put it, “Mindgeek is a porn titan. If it operated in any other 
industry the Justice Department could be discussing an antitrust case against it.”  
 
MindGeek is also what I call a “mega-sex trafficker” in that its sites are infested with highly 
monetized commercial crime scene footage of child sexual abuse, rape, assault, and other forms 
of non-consensual pornographic content. Every video on Pornhub is commercial, in fact the 
totality of the videos on the MindGeek sites generate hundreds of millions of dollars in revenue 
per year. The company knowingly has enabled and profited from mass amounts of sex acts 
induced by force, fraud, or coercion, and the commercial sexual abuse of children. According to 
both domestic and international law this is by definition human trafficking.  
 
Unfortunately, Pornhub is not alone. There is an entire Big Porn industry operating similar “porn 
tube” sites. For example MindGeek’s biggest rival WGCZ, the parent company of Xvideos.com 
who has had a recent class action lawsuit filed against it on behalf of trafficked minors boasts 
200 million daily visitors and 6 billion daily ad impressions on its various websites. 
 
 



Like Pornhub these porn tube sites are set up for mass sexual exploitation and trafficking, 
allowing any user with a cell phone camera to anonymously, in under 10 minutes, upload sex 
acts with only an email address. No government issued ID is required to prove these are not 
trafficked children and no consent form is required to attempt to demonstrate that these are not 
men or women being raped for profit.  In fact, Pornhub even has designed its own VPN so that 
users can access and upload to the site without their IP addresses being revealed. They also 
launched a dark web mirror site that enables pedo-criminals to view child rape with added 
anonymity.  
 
Porn tube sites are the primary way that filmed sex acts are distributed to the world in the digital 
age, yet there is very little accountability or oversight with regard to the nature of those sex acts.  
That is intentional on the part of these websites, because the unlimited ability to upload content 
by any user in the world is the business model that generates the most profit. For Pornhub and its 
largest competitors, content is king. The more content that is uploaded to these porn tube sites, 
the more traffic is driven to the site, and the more profit is generated from advertising, premium 
memberships and the sale of user data. In fact, fifty percent of Pornhub’s profit is generated via 
advertising.  
 
As an example, among many other crime scenes, I have witnessed the monetized anal rape of an 
obviously pre-pubescent child on Pornhub. She is screaming and recoiling but there are 
advertisements all around the video of her trafficking including in the middle of the video if 
pause is pressed, before the video and after the video. The URL to that crime scene was 
delivered to the FBI and to the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children who 
demanded it be removed from the site. Pornhub finally took the video down after two weeks and 
tens of thousands of views but they left the data live on the site including the title, the tags and 
the views in order for Google to continue to index the child’s rape and continue to drive traffic to 
the site using that child’s trauma, because again, content is king for these sites. 
 
In early 2020 employee whistleblowers revealed that Pornhub only employed under ten 
moderators per shift to review content on the site. Remember there are seven million videos and 
eleven million comments uploaded per year to Pornhub alone. Many of those comments 
emphatically indicate that the videos contain child rape, trafficking and assault but are ignored 
for months and years.  This lack of moderation is part of the porn tube business model because 
limiting content, even if illegal, limits traffic, and thus limits profits.   
 
In a digital age, transacting in coerced and forced sex acts and sex acts involving minors has 
become easier for traffickers to perpetrate and harder for law enforcement to prosecute. 
Likewise, sex trafficking in a world that operates online has become more profitable and less 
risky for predators and yet more damaging for victims.  
 
In today’s online landscape not only does the trafficking victim undergo the trauma of the 
incident of monetized rape, but then is forced to live with the terrorizing knowledge that the 
worst moments of their lives will live on in the digital space, being consumed for both profit and 
pleasure even long after they are dead. Sex trafficking victims have called this the 
“immortalization” of their trauma and it is an exponential injustice that leaves victims in a 
position of never being able to escape their torment. 



 
Because profits are the crux of the issue, financial services actors that facilitate and benefit from 
the exchange of money play a central role when it comes to enabling or disabling the crime of 
sex trafficking on such sites.  
 
My journey over the last year to hold Pornhub accountable for complicity in mass rape and 
trafficking has given me a unique perspective on the role that financial institutions play in 
compelling the behavior of companies like MindGeek. 
 
After two million people from 192 countries had signed the petition to hold Pornhub 
accountable; 300 organizations had joined together with a unified voice to call for the site to be 
shut down; victims were publicly coming forward; over 33 million people had viewed and shared 
the Traffickinghub movement awareness video; lawmakers in the U.S. had called for a DOJ 
investigation; cross party parliamentarians had called for criminal investigations in Canada; 
grassroots protests against the company were happening in countries around the world; and 
hundreds of media articles were published bringing attention to the issue of mass child 
trafficking on the site, Pornhub still refused to acknowledge the problem.  
 
Even until October 2020, company executives told the media suggestions that children were 
being exploited on the site were “conspiracy theories.” However, in December a groundbreaking 
New York Times expose put pressure on the major card companies to stop enabling the abuse. 
Mastercard responded by confirming the illegal activity and disabling the use of their card on the 
site. Visa and Discover immediately followed suit and instantly, in under 24 hours, the 10th most 
trafficked website in the world deleted 80 percent of its content, totaling 10 million videos.  
 
Not only was this a dramatic admission of guilt on the part of Pornhub, but it was also a 
demonstration of the power and influence that financial institutions have in regulating even the 
largest websites in the world. This leverage could and should have been utilized long before it 
was, not only because it is was the “right thing” to do, but because being aware that acts of 
trafficking are being facilitated by their card transactions and not taking action is illegal. 
According to the Trafficking Victims Protection Act knowingly benefiting from a sex trafficking 
venture is prohibited. Financial services actors should be aware that their due diligence and 
compliance duties with regard to sex trafficking reach far beyond benevolence into the realm of 
legal liability. 
 
What can be done immediately to help remedy the emergency of mass trafficking on the world’s 
most visited pornography websites?   
 
First we urgently need 18 U.S. Code § 2257 to be amended to explicitly hold websites that 
distribute user generated filmed sex acts responsible for age verification and record keeping. This 
law has long been used to help prevent child sexual abuse from proliferating in the pornography 
industry but the law is antiquated. This important law was created when magazines, and later 
VHS tapes and DVDs featuring studio produced pornographic content were dominant and the 
law must be updated to keep up with the fact that porn tube sites are the primary means by which 
pornography is globally distributed and transferred today.   
 



Second, we need mandatory reliable age and consent verification procedures mandated for any 
image of a sex act uploaded online. All websites allowing user generated pornographic content 
should implement technology to detect images and videos of sex acts upon upload. That content 
should be reviewed for age and consent verification before the images make it onto the websites.  
 
Websites that refuse to comply with age and consent verification should have repercussions not 
only in the form of civil liability and criminal liability, but also financial services actors should 
have regulations in place that prohibit the use of their services without such checks in place.   
 
Laws regarding the disclosure of the beneficial owners of the companies who own these sites is 
also an important accountability measure. In the case of MindGeek, its executives and owners 
have spent the last decade intentionally hiding their identities in order to escape scrutiny. The 
owner of MindGeek, Bernard Bergemar was only revealed in late December of 2020 after a 
Financial Times investigation. Its CEO and COO were never publicly seen or heard from until 
they were subpoenaed to appear by the Canadian Parliament Ethics Committee investigating the 
company in March of this year. Its VPs have also used fake names and identities when speaking 
with the media, and even now we don’t know who is ultimately behind the company. 
Transparency is essential in these cases.  
 
Lastly, enforcement of laws concerning the mandatory reporting of child sexual abuse material 
must be improved to ensure that companies like MindGeek, which has offices, servers, and 
substantial consumers in the United States are held accountable for failing to report known 
CSAM on their systems as legally required.  Recent testimony in the Canadian House of 
Commons and publicly available data show that despite the widespread presence of such 
materials on Mindgeek’s servers and systems, from 2008 to late 2020 they made no reports of 
such content to either American or Canadian authorities as required by law.  This is 
unacceptable, we need more accountability for these websites.  
 
These actions would go a long way in the realm of sex trafficking prevention in the digital age. 
 
As additional information I have also submitted an evidence dense visual presentation for your 
reference with regard to the specific case against Pornhub and its parent company MindGeek.  
Thank you for the opportunity to testify before you today and I welcome any questions you may 
have.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A MOVEMENT TO HOLD PORNHUB AND ITS EXECUTIVES ACCOUNTABLE  
FOR MASS SEX TRAFFICKING, RAPE AND CHILD EXPLOITATION

By Laila Mickelwait MPD  
Founder, Traffickinghub



TRIGGER WARNING: This document contains depictions of 
sexual violence and descriptions of child exploitation.

Please do not use or reproduce without permission. Email: 
lailamickelwait@traffickinghub.com

All documented evidence presented here was available on 
Pornhub in 2020 before Pornhub’s mass deletion of 10 
million videos (nearly 80% of the website) due to the major 
credit card companies cutting off payment processing.

mailto:lailamickelwait@traffickinghub.com
mailto:lailamickelwait@traffickinghub.com


SECTION 1

PORNHUB OVERVIEW
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BILLION
VISITS IN 2019

Pornhub is the largest, most recognizable and 
highly used porn site in the world. Similar to 
Youtube, videos on the site are primarily user-
generated. The site offers video streaming, 
downloadable videos, photo albums, and user 
community forums.

42
MILLION
VISITS A DAY

This is the equivalent of the populations of 
Canada, Australia, Poland and the Netherlands all 
visiting in one single day. Many users form 
communities on the site. 70 million messages 
were sent between users in 2019.

115
MILLION
NEW VIDEOS UPLOADED

The total number of videos that MindGeek 
(Pornhub’s parent company) has uploaded to the 
site likely nears the 25 million range. However, 
they don’t appear to keep all the videos on the site 
at once, perhaps due to bandwidth.

6.8

THE “WORLD'S BIGGEST XXX PORNO TUBE”

Source: www.pornhub.com/insights/2019-year-in-review

IN 2019…
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USA
COUNTRY WITH THE  
MOST VISITS
The top 20 countries by web traffic account for 
79% of Pornhub’s daily traffic in 2019. The top 5 
countries by web traffic are the United States, 
Japan, the United Kingdom, Canada, and France. 

#1
BILLION
SEARCHES PERFORMED

Users are extremely active and frequently seek 
specific content during their visits. In 2019, the top 
5 search terms were: Japanese, Hentai, Lesbian, 
Milf, and Korean. Other terms in the top 25 
include Teen and Gangbang.

39
MILLION
COMMENTS MADE

Pornhub users are able to leave user-generated 
comments to reflect their reactions to different 
videos. Sometimes, these comments contain 
serious red flags for trafficking, CSAM, and other 
non-consensual content.

11.5

THE “WORLD'S BIGGEST XXX PORNO TUBE”

IN 2019…

Source: www.pornhub.com/insights/2019-year-in-review
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USER  
GENERATED  
CONTENT

=
6.8 MILLION  
NEW VIDEOS 
UPLOADED 
IN 2019

SITE CONTENT POPULATION
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PORNHUB NETWORK REALITY SITESMOVIE STUDIOS MANAGED SITES

MINDGEEK: THE BIG PORN EMPIRE

ONE SINGLE COMPANY OWNS A MAJORITY OF THE GLOBAL PORN INDUSTRY
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CONTENT PARTNERS SAMPLE

PORNHUB: PARTNER NETWORK



Website visits in 2019; SimilarWeb via statista.com 

PORNHUB:  
ONE OF THE  

TOP 10 MOST  
POPULAR  

WEBSITES IN 
THE WORLD
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DATA FROM 
OCTOBER 2019

PORNHUB.COM

THERE ARE OVER 1.5 BILLION 
WEBSITES ON THE INTERNET TODAY.

Source: https://www.internetlivestats.com/total-number-of-websites/
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PREMIUM 
SUBSCRIPTIONS

For $9.99, users can access “premium” content 
that is beyond a paywall and distinguished from 
content that free users can see.

ADVERTISING

Pornhub sells banner and sidebar ads real estate, 
as well as ads placed directly in front of or behind 
videos on the site.

SELLING USER DATA

Pornhub harvests and monetizes vast amounts of 
user data as an asset to share with advertisers 
and other companies.

HOW PORNHUB MAKES MONEY
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MODELHUB: RECRUITMENT PROGRAM

A case involved a 15 y/o 
trafficked minor from 
Florida, who was listed 
as part of the Modelhub 
program.

TRAFFICKING EXAMPLE:

“MODEL” RECRUITMENT
Modelhub is the world’s fastest-growing adult 
marketplace, letting “models" sell their videos at any 
price. Models can choose to make their video viewable 
for free, earning ad revenue, and restrict downloads to 
paying customers (or just make them undownloadable 
altogether). PORNHUB TAKES A 35% 

CUT OF EARNINGS ON 
MODELHUB VIDEO SALES

HOW PORNHUB MAKES 
MONEY FROM MODELHUB:
1. Free-to-view Pornhub Videos – Modelhub 

participants earn a share of ad revenue from their 
free videos on Pornhub.

2. For-sale Videos – Modelhub participants can sell 
their videos at any price, and Pornhub takes a 
35% cut of all sales.  

3. Pornhub Premium – “Models” can select to 
include their videos on Pornhub Premium, and 
earn a share of revenue from video views

4. Fan Club – Models can create a subscription 
service of fans, and Pornhub takes a 20% cut of 
Fan Club revenue.

5. Custom Clips – Models can offer to make 
“custom clips” in response to requests by “fans,” 
and Pornhub takes a 35% cut of all sales.

6. Tips – Models can receive direct “tips” on their 
Pornhub or Modelhub profile, and Pornhub takes a 
20% cut of all Tip revenue.

98,000 “AMATEUR” 
MODELS IN 2019
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MARKETING: OUT-OF-HOME CAMPAIGNS

TIMES SQUARE, NYC 2014

TRADE SHOW, BERLIN 2019

SNOW PLOWS, BOSTON 2017
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B
MARKETING: POP-UP STORES

MILAN & NYC, 2017
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B
MARKETING: PRODUCTS & APPAREL

BRAND SWAG & GIFTS
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MARKETING: @PORNHUB SOCIAL MEDIA

9.6 MILLION FOLLOWERS



HOW PORNHUB INTERSECTS 
WITH ABUSE AND CRIME

SECTION 2
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6 CORE AREAS OF CRIMINAL CONTENT ON PORNHUB

1. SEX TRAFFICKING 
2. CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE MATERIAL (CSAM)/ TRAFFICKING 
3. RAPE   
4. INCAPACITATED SEXUAL ASSAULT (DRUGGED/DRUNK) 
5. “REVENGE PORN” (IMAGE BASED ABUSE) 
6. HIDDEN CAMERA/SPYCAM (IMAGE BASED ABUSE)

PORNHUB AS A CRIME SCENE
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ADULT SEX 
TRAFFICKING

ABUSE & CRIME

Case Example: 
 
GirlsDoPorn sex trafficking 
operation was a popular 
Content Partner of 
Pornhub, where videos of 
trafficking victims were 
monetized and distributed 
widely.  As of October 2020 
well after MindGeek knew 
these were victims, one 
could still search “GDP” 
and get over 300 video 
results featuring GDP 
victims.

Source: www.washingtonpost.com/business/2019/10/16/men-behind-girlsdoporn-lured-young-women-with-modeling-jobs-then-tricked-them-into-porn-fbi-says/
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ADULT SEX 
TRAFFICKING

ABUSE & CRIME

Case Example: 
 
The Czech police recently 
arrested the owners of the 
Pornhub partner channel 
Czech Casting for sex 
trafficking. The company 
running the channel called 
Czech AV had almost 1 
billion views on Pornhub. 
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CSAM / 
TRAFFICKING

ABUSE & CRIME

Case Example: 
 
In Fall 2019, videos 
were discovered on 
Pornhub of a 15 year 
old sex trafficked child 
who was reported 
missing in Florida for 
more than a year. 

Source: https://nypost.com/2019/10/24/mom-finds-missing-teen-girl-by-spotting-her-on-pornhub/
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CSAM / 
TRAFFICKING

ABUSE & CRIME

Case Example: 
 
In September 2020 
Tuscaloosa man was 
charged with 
monetizing child 
exploitation on a 
verified account on 
Pornhub.
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CSAM /
TRAFFICKING

ABUSE & CRIME

Case Examples: 
 
Dawn Gianni convicted 
in 2018. Gianni 
sexually assaulted a 
14 yr old girl and the 
videos were uploaded 
to Pornhub.  

Underage Megan 
Guthrie had CSAM of 
her on Pornhub and her 
name was trending on 
the site.
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CSAM / 
TRAFFICKING

ABUSE & CRIME

Case Examples: 

IWF identified 118 
cases, half Category A 
level abuse = 
penetration and 
sadism. 

Sunday Times 
investigation in 2019 
found “dozens” of 
illegal videos in 
“minutes” including a 
child as young as 
three.

“The Internet Watch Foundation said it had 
identified 118 examples of child sexual 
abuse material on [Pornhub].”

U N I T E D  K I N G D O M ,  2 0 1 9
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BMindGeek continues to claim every video is reviewed before 
upload, thus Pornhub is complicit in the approval, monetization 

and distribution of CSAM/Trafficking.
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CHILD SEXUAL 
ABUSE MATERIAL 
(CSAM) / 
TRAFFICKING

ABUSE & CRIME

This video was 
confirmed by NCMEC as 
underage. The pre-
pubescent victim was 
anally raped in the video. 
The video was uploaded 
to Pornhub 3 times by 3 
different users over 
several weeks. There is 
documented evidence 
the video was reported 
but Pornhub did not act 
until NCMEC forced the 
removal. Pornhub then 
left the link, title, & tags 
on the site to continue to 
drive traffic.
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ABUSE & CRIME

Pornhub’s moderators 
reviewed and approved 
obvious indicators of 
CSAM from unverified 
and unknown uploader 
for example videos of 
boys filming themselves 
masturbating whose 
videos clearly indicate 
CSAM. Many on the site 
for years.

CHILD SEXUAL 
ABUSE MATERIAL 
(CSAM) / 
TRAFFICKING
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ABUSE & CRIME

Filmed child sexual 
abuse is being 
monetized, downloaded, 
sold and traded on 
Pornhub.

CHILD SEXUAL 
ABUSE MATERIAL 
(CSAM) / 
TRAFFICKING

Real user comment on Pornhub advertising CSAM

“CP” = “Child Pornography” link in title of the video
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ABUSE & CRIME

Trading and facilitating 
the trading of CSAM is 
rampant on Pornhub.

CHILD SEXUAL 
ABUSE MATERIAL 
(CSAM) / 
TRAFFICKING
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ABUSE & CRIME

These are examples of 
underage victims of 
Pornhub, who had videos 
of abuse on the site, 
many victims have said 
Pornhub did not respond 
to their pleas to remove 
their CSAM videos. 

CHILD SEXUAL 
ABUSE MATERIAL 
(CSAM) / 
TRAFFICKING
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IGNORING CLEAR 
WARNING SIGNS 
FROM USERS

ENABLING & FACILITATING BAD ACTORS

In 2019, 11.5 million comments 
were made by users about 
videos on Pornhub.   
 
Many of these comments 
express distress or concern, 
flagging what appears to be 
actual crimes filmed in the 
videos. Many also demonstrate 
sadistic, misogynistic, and 
violent attitudes of malevolent 
and predatory sexual behavior.

REAL USER 
COMMENTS ON 
PORNHUB
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IGNORING CLEAR 
WARNING SIGNS 
FROM USERS

ENABLING & FACILITATING BAD ACTORS

In 2019, 11.5 million comments 
were made by users about 
videos on Pornhub.   
 
Many of these comments 
express distress or concern, 
flagging what appears to be 
actual crimes filmed in the 
videos. Many also demonstrate 
sadistic, misogynistic, and 
violent attitudes of malevolent 
and predatory sexual behavior.

REAL USER 
COMMENTS ON 
PORNHUB
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IGNORING CLEAR 
WARNING SIGNS 
FROM USERS

ENABLING & FACILITATING BAD ACTORS

In 2019, 11.5 million comments 
were made by users about 
videos on Pornhub.   
 
Many of these comments 
express distress or concern, 
flagging what appears to be 
actual filmed crime including 
CSAM, trafficking and rape.

REAL USER 
COMMENTS ON 
PORNHUB
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MCSAM ENABLED IN 

PRIVATE FOLDERS 

ENABLING & FACILITATING BAD ACTORS

Pornhub’s design included 
a feature where users can 
privately upload and share 
image and video sex acts 
out of public view. 

Content in private folders 
and messaging are held 
with very little oversight.  

These private files were 
used to distribute/share 
illegal content including 
CSAM/trafficking.

??

??

??

Users can upload private content for themselves, make it viewable to share with others, or 
allow other users to contribute their own videos to the folders. Child Sexual Abuse Material 
(CSAM) has been discovered in these private folders, which provide pedophiles a place to 
communicate and share illegal content. 
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INSTRUCTING 
USERS NOT TO 
REPORT CSAM

ENABLING & FACILITATING BAD ACTORS

Pornhub’s Senior Community 
Manager was publicly caught 
instructing users NOT to report 
CSAM to relevant agencies.



A
 M

O
V

E
M

E
N

T
 T

O
 H

O
L

D
 P

O
R

N
H

U
B

 A
C

C
O

U
N

T
A

B
L

E
T

R
A

F
F

IC
K

IN
G

H
U

B
A

 C
A

M
P

A
IG

N
 T

O
 H

O
L

D
 P

O
R

N
H

U
B

 A
C

C
O

U
N

T
A

B
L

E
T

R
A

F
F

IC
K

IN
G

H
U

B
.C

O
M

ZERO REPORTS 
OF CSAM FROM 
PORNHUB FROM 
2008-2020

ENABLING & FACILITATING BAD ACTORS

During recent Canadian 
Parliamentary Ethics Committee 
hearings 2021 it was revealed 
by the Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police, The National Center for 
Missing and Exploited Children 
and the Canadian Centre for 
Child Protection that Pornhub/
MindGeek had made ZERO 
reports of CSAM from 2008 until 
late 2020 after global media 
exposure and condemnation.
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ABUSE & CRIME NCMEC’S  

CYBERTIPLINE

Is the nation’s centralized reporting system 
for the online exploitation of children, 
including child sexual abuse material, child 
sex trafficking and online enticement. 

In 2019 the Cybertipline received  
16.9 million reports related to suspected 
child sexual exploitation. These reports 
contained 69.1 million videos, images and 
files. 

This list is a breakdown of reports by 
electronic service providers. While 148 
other companies did proactively report, 
Pornhub did not report any instances 
of suspected child abuse and 
exploitation to NCMEC’s Cybertipline 
through 2019.

WHERE IS PORNHUB? 

NON-REPORTING 
OF CHILD 
SEXUAL ABUSE 
MATERIAL (CSAM) 
Through the end of 
2020, Pornhub had not 
reported known child 
sexual abuse material 
to the Cybertipline. 

Whistleblower moderator says they “never heard of NCMEC”



A
 C

A
M

P
A

IG
N

 T
O

 H
O

L
D

 P
O

R
N

H
U

B
 A

C
C

O
U

N
T

A
B

L
E

T
R

A
F

F
IC

K
IN

G
H

U
B

.C
O

M

RESPONSES TO 
UNDERAGE 
VICTIMS

ABUSE & CRIME

A child desperate for 
help told by Pornhub 
Senior Manager “I was 
asleep” as she directs 
the child to a porn 
website to report her 
underage exploitation 
video. 

Pornhub email tells 
child rape victim they 
offer “no guarantee” 
her assault would not 
be re-uploaded and 
to“educate herself” on 
limitations of their 
technology. 
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ADVERTISING & 
DISTRIBUTING 
CSAM

PROMOTING AND ADVERTISING CSAM

According to MindGeek, they 
review and approve each video 
before upload. Therefore, 
MindGeek approvs videos of 
underage victims. This video 
identified the girl as underage in 
the comments, with the tags 
“CP” and “Not 18” and yet 
Pornhub intentionally 
FEATURED (advertised) the 
video in order to get more 
views. 

FEATURED BY 
PORNHUB FOR MORE 
VIEWS

FEATURED VIDEO 
ON PORNHUB IN 
2020

“Under Age Sex”?
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ADVERTISING/
DRIVING TRAFFIC 
TO SITE USING 
CSAM

PROMOTING AND ADVERTISING CSAM

When NCMEC would 
confirm instances of 
CSAM they would send 
Pornhub a takedown 
notice. Evidence shows 
Pornhub would delete the 
video but use the data of 
the child exploitation 
videos to continue driving 
traffic to the site using the 
tags, titles, views etc.
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THE NATIONAL CENTER FOR MISSING AND 
EXPLOITED CHILDREN (NCMEC) CONFIRMED AND 
DEMANDED PORNHUB REMOVE THESE CSAM 
VIDEOS AND MANY OTHERS LIKE THEM, YET 
PORNHUB LEFT THE URLS LIVE AND DATA ON THE 
SITE TO DRIVE TRAFFIC TO THE SITE
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THESE ARE GOOGLE SEARCH RESULTS FOR CSAM THAT THE NATIONAL CENTER ON MISSING AND 
EXPLOITED CHILDREN (NCMEC) CONFIRMED AND DEMANDED PORNHUB REMOVE, YET PORNHUB 
LEFT THE URLS LIVE AND THE DATA ON THE SITE TO DRIVE GOOGLE TRAFFIC FROM REPORTED 
CSAM
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PROMOTED AND SUGGESTED SEARCH TERMS ON PORNHUB IN 2020
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ABUSE & CRIME

RAPE / SEXUAL 
ASSAULT

Many may assume that the 
people in videos on a site 
like Pornhub are actors 
who have consented.   
 
However, there are numerous 
videos of actual rape and 
sexual assault that have 
been uploaded to Pornhub - 
crime scene footage of real 
sexual violence that is 
monetized, publicly 
viewable and 
downloadable.

Real message about rape on Pornhub. 

An actual video on Pornhub of an incapacitated woman 
being sexually exploited.

Suggested Searches
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ABUSE & CRIME

RAPE / SEXUAL 
ASSAULT / 
TRAFFICKING
Many may assume that the 
people in videos on a site 
like Pornhub are actors 
who have consented.   
 
However, there are numerous 
videos of actual rape and 
sexual assault that have 
been uploaded to Pornhub - 
crime scene footage of real 
sexual violence that is now 
publicly viewable and 
downloadable.

Suggested Searches
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ABUSE & CRIME

RAPE / SEXUAL 
ASSAULT / 
TRAFFICKING
Many may assume that the 
people in videos on a site 
like Pornhub are actors 
who have consented.   
 
However, there are numerous 
videos of actual rape and 
sexual assault that have 
been uploaded to Pornhub - 
crime scene footage of real 
sexual violence that is now 
publicly viewable and 
downloadable.
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RAMPANT RAPE 
VIDEOS FROM 
ANONYMOUS AND 
“UNKNOWN” USERS

Videos uploaded by users 
listed as “unknown.” 

Anonymity eliminates 
accountability, enabling  
bad actors uploading illegal 
content and non-consensual 
videos.

ENABLING & FACILITATING BAD ACTORS

THESE VIDEOS SHOW ACTUAL 
RAPES IN INDIA. 
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ABUSE & CRIME

“REVENGE PORN” 
AND IMAGE 
BASED ABUSE
Revenge porn and other 
forms of image based 
abuse are not only 
enabled and monetized 
on Pornhub but they are 
blatantly advertised 
and promoted by 
Pornhub.  

Video that was on Pornhub in 2020.

Pornhub official Twitter promoting and excusing image based abuse

Spycam video that was on Pornhub in 2020.
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ABUSE & CRIME

Tiziana Cantone  
is a victim of “revenge 
porn” whose non-
consensually uploaded 
video went viral. She 
became suicidal as many 
victims do and she 
ended her own life in 
2016. 

As of 2020 you could still 
find her abuse video title 
and name on Pornhub.

Her name is visible next to the video on 
Pornhub. This version of the uploaded video 
received almost 67,000 views.

NON-CONSENSUAL 
RECORDINGS

Source: www.cnn.com/2016/09/16/europe/tiziana-cantone-sex-tape-suicide/index.html
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ABUSE & CRIME

There are clear examples 
of “spycam” and other 
hidden camera content 
where the person 
depicted clearly did not 
consent to either being 
filmed or to have a video 
of them uploaded on 
Pornhub. 

9 women sued Mindgeek/
Pornhub in March 2020 
for spycam videos.

SECRET NON 
CONSENSUAL 
RECORDINGS

This is a real spycam video on Pornhub in 2020This is a real spycam video on Pornhub in 2020
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PROMOTED AND SUGGESTED SEARCH TERMS ON PORNHUB 2020

Message from a Pornhub victim 2021This was a real spycam video on Pornhub in 2020.

Pornhub PROMOTING secretly recorded revenge porn

PORNHUB FEATURED FOR MORE 
VIEWS THIS SPY CAM VIDEO OF 
GIRLS SECRETLY RECORDED IN 
“PROM” BATHROOM

SECRETLY RECORDED NON-CONSENSUAL IMAGE BASED ABUSE
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ENABLING & FACILITATING BAD ACTORS

IN 2020 ANONYMOUS 
UPLOADING AND 
RECKLESS 
“VERIFICATION” 
PROCESS.
Anyone could upload 
content with only an email 
address. 

However, the process to go 
on to become a “verified” 
user with a verification 
badge only required a photo 
of applicants holding a 
handwritten sign of their 
username. No government-
issued ID was required.

Source: www.pornhub.com/user/verification
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MILLION
VIEWABLE VIDEOS 1 SITE

Pornhub brags that “If you started 
watching 2019’s new videos in 1850, 
you would still be watching today.” 11 
million comments in 2019 and an 
unidentified number of images uploaded 
per year. 

13
30-31 TOTAL PER DAY FOR  
ALL MINDGEEK TUBE SITES

MINDGEEK MODERATORS
According to sources & obtained documents 
Mindgeek employed under 10 content 
reviewing agents per shift in 2019-2020 for 
Pornhub in Cyprus making it impossible to 
monitor and delete illegal and abusive 
content, or to identify and report bad actors 
engaging in criminal conduct. Total of 30-31 
employed for all MindGeek porn tube 
“freesites”. 

UNDER 10 PER 8 HR SHIFT  
FOR PORNHUB IN 2020
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WOEFULLY 
INADEQUATE  
CONTENT 
MODERATION
In 2019-2020 employees 
revealed MindGeek had 
under 10 content reviewers 
per shift for Pornhub alone 
and 30-31 per day total for 
ALL MindGeek tube sites 
including Pornhub. They 
said they were “expected” 
to view 900 videos per shift 
with some viewing 1200 per 
shift. They said no audio 
turned on to hear raped 
victims protesting. 

ENABLING & FACILITATING BAD ACTORS
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MODERATORS WERE “EXPECTED” TO VIEW 900 VIDEOS PER SHIFT WITH SOME VIEWING 1200 PER SHIFT

CONVERSATION WITH MINDGEEK WHISTLEBLOWER MODERATOR IN 2020
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MPORNHUB LAUNCHED 

THEIR OWN VPN

ENABLING & FACILITATING BAD ACTORS

The VPN offers another 
layer of anonymity for 
users and further 
decreases the perception 
of risk for bad actors. 

This enables pedo-
criminals and traffickers 
to upload with less ability 
to be held accountable.

“PORNHUB IS LAUNCHING ITS OWN 
VIRTUAL PRIVATE NETWORK 
(VPN) SERVICE TODAY WITH FREE AND 
UNLIMITED BANDWIDTH. THE VPN IS 
SUPPOSED TO HELP USERS AVOID  
ISP THROTTLING AND GEOGRAPHIC 
LIMITATIONS. IT'S ALSO DESIGNED  
TO LET USERS TRANSMIT DATA 
ANONYMOUSLY WITHOUT SAVING  
OR COLLECTING ANY OF THAT DATA.”  

– THE VERGE, MAY 2018

Sources: The Verge, www.theverge.com/2018/5/24/17382144/pornhub-launches-vpn-vpnhub
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O
MMIRROR SITE ON 

DARK WEB

ENABLING & FACILITATING BAD ACTORS

Pornhub has created a 
Tor mirror site which 
helps anonymize web 
traffic and prevent 
internet service providers 
and the government from 
tracking users’ activities.
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EXECUTIVES AND VPS HIDE THEIR IDENTITY WHILE VICTIMS ARE EXPOSED

In November 2020 I was contacted by a high school principle who provided evidence of a 15 
yr old child being abused on Pornhub. In the title of the video was her full real name, the 
name of her high school and the town she lives in. She was suicidal. She is one of many 

trafficking victims doxxed on Pornhub in videos uploaded against their will while the 
executives hide their own identities.



A
 M

O
V

E
M

E
N

T
 T

O
 H

O
L

D
 P

O
R

N
H

U
B

 A
C

C
O

U
N

T
A

B
L

E
T

R
A

F
F

IC
K

IN
G

H
U

B
A

 C
A

M
P

A
IG

N
 T

O
 H

O
L

D
 P

O
R

N
H

U
B

 A
C

C
O

U
N

T
A

B
L

E
T

R
A

F
F

IC
K

IN
G

H
U

B
.C

O
MDECEMBER 2020 NY 

TIMES EXPOSE

ACCOUNTABILITY

In December 2020 
Nicholas Kristoff of the 
NY Times published a 
scathing expose that 
brought significant 
international attention to 
the issue of child 
trafficking and 
exploitation on Pornhub.
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O
MVISA, MC AND 

DISCOVER STOP 
SERVICES

ACCOUNTABILITY

Shortly after the NY 
Times expose, Visa, 
MasterCard, and Discover 
confirmed the presence 
of illegal content and 
stopped allowing 
payments to be 
processed on Pornhub.
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O
MIN UNDER 24 HOURS 

PORNHUB DELETED 
80% OF ITS CONTENT, 
10 MILLION VIDEOS.

ACCOUNTABILITY

In response to the credit 
card decisions Pornhub 
deleted the majority of its 
content because it could 
not verify the videos did 
not contain child abuse, 
assault and sex 
trafficking. The site also 
upended its business 
model to only allow 
“verified” uploaders. 
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O
MPROBLEM NOT 

SOLVED

ACCOUNTABILITY

Pornhub still only 
consistently verifies the 
identity of the uploaders 
who are in known cases 
the traffickers. Pornhub 
still does not verify the 
age and consent of every 
individual in every video 
they profit from thus 
enabling trafficking to 
continue to proliferate on 
the site. 
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O
MMULTIPLE LAWSUITS 

FILED IN US & 
CANADA

ACCOUNTABILITY

5 lawsuits including 3 
class actions have been 
filed against Pornhub/
MindGeek since 
December for sex 
trafficking and child 
exploitation. 
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O
MCALLS FOR CRIMINAL 

INVESTIGATIONS/
PROSECUTIONS IN US 
AND CANADA.

ACCOUNTABILITY

70 Members of 
Parliament from Canada 
along with 525 NGOs and 
104 survivors from 65 
countries have called for 
criminal investigations 
into Pornhub/MindGeek. 
US lawmakers have made 
similar calls for the DOJ 
to investigate.
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